Parliament in its
temporary accommodation

SANIERUNG PARLAMENT

At the centre
of the Republic

In summer 2017 the time had arrived: Parliament moved to the Hofburg Palace and thus made way for the refurbishment of the historical building on the well-known Ringstraße boulevard in Vienna. This
meant that the area around the Hofburg Palace would be the main
setting for parliamentary activities in the coming years. The National
Council (the first chamber of Parliament) and the Federal Council (the
second chamber) are now meeting in the Große Redoutensaal (Grand
Ballroom) of the Palace, which has been converted for this purpose.
The decision on the location of the temporary premises also has
great symbolic significance: Parliament’s presence in the very centre
of the capital and the Republic is a statement about its importance and
ensures the heart of democracy in Austria remains visible and also
accessible to the population during the period of the renovation work.

Two temporary office
buildings were erected in
Heldenplatz, the square
in front of the Hofburg
Palace.

The main entrance in
Josefsplatz with its
foyer is the main point of
contact for visitors.
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During the refurbishment of the Parliament building, the workings
of Parliament have been distributed among several locations which,
taken as a whole, form the so-called DemokratieQuartier. In the coming years, the sessions of the National Council and the Federal
Council will be held in the Große Redoutensaal of the Hofburg Palace,
which has been converted for this purpose. The three temporary office
buildings named Hof, Burg and Ring have been erected in Heldenplatz
and in the Bibliothekshof. In addition there are the auxiliary buildings
which were already used until now and which are partly owned by
Parliament and partly leased – as well as Palais Epstein.
During the process of looking for suitable alternative accommodation, a comprehensive market analysis was carried out. The solution
chosen was by far the most appropriate and economical one. Although
the distances to be covered have become larger, the normal functioning of Parliament is assured.

A powerful statement
for democracy and the rule of law

Three temporary office buildings have been erected in Heldenplatz and
in the Bibliothekshof: they each have a surface area of 30 x 40 metres,
three or four storeys, and have a total usable area of 11,450 square metres.
The wraps on the façades of both office buildings at Heldenplatz are
being used as an information surface as well as to provide shade and
privacy. Quotes presented there from the constitution and other laws are
intended to raise public awareness of fundamental rights and freedoms,
and of the value of parliamentary democracy. The texts have been taken
from a range of sources:
• the Universal Declaration of Human Rights of the United Nations
• the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child • The Charter of
Fundamental Rights of the European Union • the Austrian Federal
Constitutional Law and various constitutional laws • the Basic Law on
the General Rights of Citizens.

Quotes from the constitu
tion and laws convey the
inner workings of Parlia
ment to the world outside
and create an awareness
of fundamental rights.

The simple elegance of the concept created by the graphic designers
Sägenvier in Dornbirn is impressive. The concept has a strong focus on
words as a key element of legislation. Significant legal concepts in the
official languages of the EU are interspersed between the quotes and
function as graphic design elements.

A city within the city

The Hofburg is an exten
sive complex of buildings.
The institutions housed
within the Hofburg inclu
de the Art History Muse
um, the Austrian National
Library and the Office of
the Austrian President.

The Hofburg Palace is Europe‘s largest non-ecclesiastical building
complex and is used as a workplace or place of residence by around
5,000 people. This city within a city covers an area of 24 hectares and
includes - alongside the parks and gardens - 18 wings, around 2,600
rooms, 19 courtyards and 54 stairwells. The immediate area around
the Hofburg and Heldenplatz are frequented by more than 20 million
people per year.
The former imperial power base is now the official residence of
the Austrian President, and was awarded the European Heritage Label
in 2016 in recognition of its historical significance.
However, the Hofburg is not only historically and politically significant - it is also a focal point of culture in the Republic: important Austrian cultural institutions - such as the National Library, the Spanish
Riding School, the Art History and Natural History museums and the
Museum Quarter - form part of this extensive area.

From a ballroom
to the heart of democracy

Until the end of February 2017, the Große Redoutensaal of the Hofburg
was used for dancing, but only six months later the first session of the
National Council took place there. What was achieved in the meantime was quite a feat: on an area of somewhat more than 660 square
metres of the hall, a platform with six rows of raked seating was con
structed. On the opposite (long) side, the President’s desk and the
government bench - which is now divided into two - are situated. The
lectern for speakers is placed between them, which is also intended to
have symbolic value.
Overall around 4,300 square metres of fire protection panels were
installed, and more than 50 cubic metres of wood and 30 tonnes of steel
were used in the building work. Due to the short period of time available,
the construction was prefabricated in a works outside Vienna, then dismantled and reassembled in the Hofburg. The heraldic eagle, the familiar
symbol of the Austrian Parliament, could not be moved to the temporary
site as it is too large and heavy, but it is present in the form of a replica.

In the coming years,
the magnificent Große
Redoutensaal will act as
the meeting place for the
National Council and the
Federal Council.
A platform with six rows
of raked seating was con
structed in the ballroom.
The gallery for visitors and
the media is supported
by a slimline construction
made of steel and wood
which was built on top of
the historical vaults which
form the ceiling in the
room below.

Because the familiar sym
bol of Parliament was too
large and heavy to move,
a replica of the heraldic
eagle was made for the
temporary premises.

The colourful and expres
sive ceiling painting by
Josef Mikl covers an area
of 404 square metres. In
it, the painter deals with
the poem “Youth” by Karl
Kraus.

Summit meeting
Carter and Brezhnev
signing the SALT II disar
mament treaty in 1979.
Masked ball in the Große
Redoutensaal in around
1815.
The Kleine Redoutensaal
has also been adapted for
use by Parliament.

A hall with a long history

The conversion of the Große Redoutensaal into a parliamentary chamber is a further chapter in the long history of its varied uses. Although
it was originally designed as a ballroom, it was converted into a theatre
at the beginning of the 18th century. In 1755 during the rule of Maria
Theresa, the room was thoroughly modernised and subsequently renovated and redesigned several times until it was converted into a
conference hall in 1973. On 18 June 1979 it became a stage for world
politics as US President Jimmy Carter and the Soviet leader Leonid
Brezhnev signed the SALT II disarmament treaty there.
The murals and the monumental ceiling painting, both by Josef
Mikl (1929-2008), give the hall as it is today a special atmosphere.
Mikl was commissioned with the artistic decoration of the hall as part
of the rebuilding work after the fire in the Hofburg in 1992. In a total
of 22 expressive oil paintings he worked through quotations from his
favourite authors Karl Kraus, Elias Canetti, Johann Nestroy and Ferdinand Raimund.

Parliament on a
journey through time

Parliament moving to the Hofburg is also a trip back into its own history.
On 22 July 1848, Archduke Johann officially opened the first freely elected parliament in the Austrian Empire, the Reichstag, in the Winter Riding School. The riding hall, which was built between 1729 and 1735, was
originally used for all kinds of festivities. In April 1848, after the March
Revolution, the Winter Riding School was converted - on the basis of
plans made by the Imperial architect Paul Sprenger - into a chamber
for the 383 members of the Reichstag (Imperial Diet) who came from
all parts of the monarchy (except Hungary and Lombardy-Venetia). By
means of a wooden structure he designed the benches - which were arranged in a semi-circle - in such a way that they ascended like a staircase.
The raised platform for the President of Reichstag was situated opposite
them and was flanked by the government benches. The first major parliamentary debate in the Habsburg Empire took place on the initiative of
the young Member of Parliament Hans Kudlich and dealt with serfdom
(hereditary subjection), which was abolished on 7 September 1848.

Conversion of the Winter Riding
School into the Reichstag in
1848, on the basis of plans by
Paul Sprenger.
Hans Kudlich.
The Winter Riding School now
belongs to the horses again.

On 22 July 1848, Archduke Johann officially opened the first freely elected
Austrian parliament in the Winter Riding School.
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